
In(ter)dependent studies:
Sharing session

4 Oct 2019



What is In(ter)dependent Studies?

- Collaborative experiential experiment

- Reflection on what is studying, independence, institution



Once 
upon 
a time...



Responses/ ideas

Deschooling society

What’s the status of student?

Performative art

Relational aesthetics

“What is the point?”

Socially-engaged art

“Study for studying sake”

Recluse artist -

disengaged art.

“Seems messy” 

Emancipated vs stultified students



Register?

- As a collaborator

- Contribute to the process

- Self-studying for 3 hours daily

- Lean back or lean forward as much as they want

- Join at anytime



Week 1 2 3 4 5



Collaborators
Kozue ahdini izzatika
Jessie Lim Koh Jun Wee 
Lynx Ng Dea Ratna
Nelson Yan Ni 
Kim Hyesu
Don Wong Saiful Abu Bakar
Isaac Ng Jillian
Ratna Ashley Chin 
Christina Lee Celeste Teng
Rocky H
Winifred [name removed for web posting]
Joey.Spl [name removed for web posting]
Tan Wen
Lee Ju-Lyn [name removed for web posting]



Let's see where 
this brings us.

Tan Wen, 

Curious , thinking person



“Plan” vs Actualisation
Week Original plan Actualisation

Location Timing Location Timing

1 Anywhere 2 - 5 pm Anywhere Random

2 CCA CCA/NLB 2 - 5 pm

3 NLB NLB 7 - 9 pm +

4 Private space Private space/ Don’s place & Sick bay Random

5 Anywhere Anywhere + NLB + SAC 7 - 9 pm +



Week 1 
1 - 7 Sep
@ anywhere

Whatsapp

Facebook platform

30 Aug: 11 pax

New joiners: 6

Total at end: 17 pax



Week 2
8-14 Sep
@ NTU CCA

Performative roles?

New joiners: 3

Total Pax: 20



Performativity

Presentation of the self in everyday life

Erving Godfrey

X

Art as experience

John Dewey



Pax 1
“artwork”

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audience madness



Pax 1
“artwork”

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audience madness

Pax 2



Pax 1
“artwork”

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audience madness

Pax 2

Pax 3



Pax 1
“artwork”

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audience madness

Pax 2

Pax 3

Pax 4



Pax 1
“artwork”

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audience madness

Pax 2

Pax 3

Pax 4

Pax 5
who sits 
and 
read



Pax 1
“artwork”

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audience madness

Pax 2

Pax 3

Pax 4

Pax 5
who sits 
and 
read

Pax 6



Pax 1
“artwork”

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audiences

Pax 2

Pax 3

Pax 4

Pax 5
who sits 
and 
read

Pax 6



Pax 1

Pax 3

Pax 4

“artwork”

Pax 5
who sits 
and 
read

Paxes 
on 
Whatsapp

Paxes 
on IG

Paxes 
on FB

Indie student
Art  audience
(Performance) Artwork
Performer
Co-performer
Performance audience
Co-performance audience
Audience of audience
Social media user x audiences

Pax 2
Pax 6



“Do you have the 
numbers for me?”

Institutional KPIs

Institution as 

“collaborator”



Week 3
15-21 Sep
@ NLB Lvl 8

New joiners: 3

Total Pax: 20



Week 3
15-21 Sep
@ NLB Lvl 8

New joiners: 4

Total Pax: 21



Week 4
22-28 Sep
@ Private spaces:
Don’s place and 
the “sick bay”

New joiners: 1

Total: 22



Week 4: 
of “flatlays”



Week 5
29 Sep to 6 Oct
@ NLB & SAC

New joiners: 3

Total: 25



Social media 
connections

Good feels through 

whatsapp chat

Her book is here!



I hope it is okay that I’m signing up fairly 
late; I already do a lot of studying in my 
own time but have felt very isolated in 
the process, and I’d love to find some 
solidarity/connection

Celeste Teng, 

Independent student,

Artist, writer, creative person



Ashley



4 presenters
3 other “presences”

Take questions at the end



Sharing by Kozue

[Please see the separate slides that Kozue 

prepared.]



Sharing by Jessie







[Elaboration on her works [supplied afterwards]



Sharing by Jun Wee

During this period of time, i’m looking into 

silence/silenced. And one thing i found interesting 

about silence is that it is not that much of a 

silence. In this world of non-silence, somehow 

silence is louder than non-silence. (Metaphorically 

and literally)



Sharing by Jun Wee

[During the presentation we switched off the 

lights and look at the following image in silence

for 3 minutes – timed.]





Sharing by Dea

[Dea was based in Indonesia throughout the study 

period. Please listen to her audio recording, to 

which we listened in the dark.]



Sharing by Lynx

[Please see the pdf of the self-published 

book that Lynx put together. He also 

shared on his reflections and the 

experience of the study.]



Sharing by Nelson

[See the separate slides and his transcript 

where he shares his reflections and 

proposes for the self-study group to go on.]



Should I stay or 
should I go?



Hello, 
observer 

Maybe he is studying us!

[this registrant had never 

responded in private 

message or in the group 

chat]



What is studying or in(ter)dependence to me? 

Week Original idea Evolved idea

1 Something Different

2 Something More different

3 Something Even more different

4 Something A bit different

5 Something Quite different

My idea of what constitutes “studying” has changed. And moreover, it is different for everyone.



- Who are you?

- What do you study?

- What are your research areas? 

What is studying? In(ter)dependence? 
The questions I asked... vs I “should have” asked?

- Why do you study? 

- Why do you want to join?



What is studying or in(ter)dependence to you? 

Week Original idea Evolved idea

1 Something How different?

2 Something How different?

3 Something How different?

4 Something How different?

5 Something How different?



- Who are you?

- What do you study?

- What are your research areas? 

What is studying? In(ter)dependence? 
The questions I asked vs I “should have” asked?

- Why do you study? 

- Why do you want to join?

But I wouldn’t know what questions to ask 
if I hadn’t asked the wrong questions. 

Who still wants to self-study together?



Why? What do we have in common?

- Dea: Not really knowledge 

- Resources?

- Thanks to venue sponsors: 

Jess, Ratna, Nelson, Hyesu, Lynx, 

and others who contributed today

- Network, including social media also
- Vibes?

[afterword: the venue cost was 
fully shared by other members]



NAFA: White Space Project

- Alumni + Students

- Collaborative project

- $$



Singapore Federation of Art Societies

[They contacted us, if we have ideas to 

activate their space for our activities.]



New premises at 9@Tagore Lane (nearest MRT Yio Chu kang MRT)



Double storey warehouse unit



Downstairs hall rectangular, with white walls

- Discussion/ events

- Collaborative workspace (clear up by the day)

- Exhibition space?



Upstairs space 
(Art society offices on right - Singapore art society, SOCA, Modern art Society, Miaohua Art Society)



Great greenish view!



What do we have in common and can offer:

- Dea: Not really knowledge 

- Resources?

- Thanks to venue sponsors: 

Jess, Ratna, Nelson, Hyesu, Lynx, Gary, 

and others who contributed today

- Vibes!



What do we have in common and can offer:

- Dea: Not really knowledge 

- Resources?

- Thanks to venue sponsors: 

Jess, Ratna, Nelson, Hyesu, Lynx, Gary, 

and others who contributed today

- Vibes! 
bad + good = balance?



Why Stamford Arts 
Centre (SAC)? 

● NAC “announcement” on 6 Sept

● Just like how we used In(ter)dependence Studies as an 

exercise to find our own footing...

● There are other existing structures and institutions 

we can tap on and/or come up with

● To continue to do what we want to do
Ahdini’s 
reflections

[afterword: performativity x 
self-funding is important for 
autonomous self-initiatives x 

SAC used to be a school.]



Future Study Plan vs Actualisation
Week Original plan Actualisation

Location Timing Location Timing

? Anywhere Anytime Anywhere Anytime

? Anywhere Anytime Anywhere Anytime

? Anywhere Anytime Anywhere Anytime

? Anywhere Anytime Anywhere Anytime

? Anywhere Anytime Anywhere Anytime



What is (whatever you’re looking for) to you? 

Week Original idea Evolved idea

? Something ?

? Something ?

? Something ?

? Something ?

? Something ?



Thank you for 
contributing to the 
experience!



Do you want to 
continue with 
this self-study 
group?



Sharing by Ahdini

[Ahdini was also based in Indonesia since 

week 2 of the studies period. See Ahdini’s

slides.]



End


